
Waters Closing to Commercial and Recreational Shrimping
Effective 6AM, Wednesday, May 2, 2012

The map below depicts Alabama's waters opening to commercial and recreational shrimping. Please review
the map and info for specifics. If you need more info or clarification, call one of our offices.
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Our mission is to manage the State’s marine fishery resources through research, enforcement, and
education for the maximum benefit of the resources and the citizens of Alabama.
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Areas Closed to Shrimping
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Areas Permanently Closed to
ALL Shrimping
Areas Open to Commercial and
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Only
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FOR IMMEDIATE NEWS RELEASE

April 30, 2012

Pursuant  to  Sec t ion  9-12-46,  Code o f  A labama as  s ta ted  by  Ru le  220-3- .01  the  A labama
Department  of  Conservat ion and Natura l  Resources,  Mar ine Resources Div is ion announces
that  as of  6:00 am, Wednesday, May 2,  2012  the fo l lowing waters wi l l  temporari ly close  to
shr imping:

•   Al l  waters in the Mississippi Sound.

•   Al l  waters in Mobile Bay and Bon Secour Bay north of 30 17.250’ N lat t i tude.

•   Al l  waters of Wolf Bay, Bay La Launch, Arnica Bay, Perdido Bay, Bayou St. John.

•   Al l  waters in Litt le Lagoon.

Licensed l ive ba i t  dealers  are reminded that  the tak ing of  l ive ba i t  nor th  of  a  l ine beginn ing
at  the nor thern shore of  East  Fowl  River  running a long the nor thern edge of  the Fowl  River
Channel  to  Marker  #2 in  the Fowl  River  Channel  then southeaster ly  to  Middle Bay L ight  and
then nor theaster ly  to  Great  Po in t  C lear  is  p roh ib i ted  dur ing  th is  c losure   except  by  Permi t
ho lders  in  the Spec ia l  Permi t  Area in  the Mobi le  Ship  Channel .

Fishermen shou ld  be aware that  s ta te  b io log is ts  w i l l  cont inue to  sample  in  the areas to  be
opened.   Th is  temporary  c losure  i s  in  response to  rou t ine  shr imp sampl ing  tha t  ind ica ted
t h e  a v e r a g e  s i z e  w e r e  s m a l l e r  t h a n  6 8  h e a d - o n  s h r i m p  p e r  p o u n d .  T h i s  i s  a n  a n n u a l
occu r rence ,  manda ted  by  l aw ,  t o  a l l ow  sh r imp  to  g row  to  ha rves tab le  s i ze .   Add i t i ona l
a n n o u n c e m e n t s  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  t o  m o d i f y  t h e  o r i g i n a l  a n n o u n c e m e n t .

Christopher M. Blankenship, Director
Marine Resources Division


